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STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE 




The current strategy of nuclear deterrence based upon the threat 
of retaliation has been successful to date; but it is subject to a 
number of destabilizing factors in the next generation. The U.S. 
has actively sought to strengthen the stability and credibility of 
deterrence and reduce the threat of nuclear war through 
modernization of its strategic forces and by making significant 
arms reduction proposals. The Soviet Union's unwillingness thus 
far to consider true arms reductions, and its massive increases in 
strategic offensive forces have necessitated continued U.S. 
actions to preserve our deterrent capabilities. NSDDs 12, 13, and 
91 establish Administration policy on strategic forces 
modernization and nuclear weapons employment and outline our 
continued adherence to the concept of nuclear deterrence as the 
means for protecting the security of the United States and our 
allies. (2fy 

However, given the uncertain long-term future of offensive 
deterrence, I believe that an effort must also be made to identify 
alternative means of deterring nuclear war and protecting our 
national security interests. In particular, the U.S. should 
investigate the feasibility of eventually shifting toward reliance 
upon a defensive concept. Future deterrence should, if possible, 
be underwritten by a capability to defeat a hostile attack. f£l 
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The Department of Defense shall manage the strategic defense 
program. The Secretary of Defense shall be responsible for 
the strategic defense program and is requested to create a 
specific management structure to implement the program. The 
program manager shall report directly to the Secretary of 
Defense regularly and shall be provided with authorities and 
responsibilities commensurate with the high priority of this 
initiative. The Secretary of Defense shall recommend the 
level of funding required each year to meet program 
objectives and be responsible for presenting the request to 
Congress. The Secretary of Defense shall periodically report 
progress in achieving program objectives to the President. 

The strategic defense initiative will place principal 
emphasis on technologies involving nonnuclear kill concepts. 
Research on new strategic defense concepts utilizing nuclear 
devices should continue as a hedge against a Soviet ABM 
breakout. 
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The strategic defense initiative shall be presented in the FY85 
defense budget proposal as a prudent implementation of the 
recommendations of the Defensive Technologies Studv report. 
Statements describing the strategic defense initiative should be 
low key and closely coordinated to ensure that an accurate picture 
of the nature and scope of this R&D effort is presented to the 
public. Qgi. 

This NSDD supplants previous guidance regarding the strategic 
defense initiative. «j£. 




